Lady Hibernian Heralo

Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians - Irish - Catholic - American

January 2025

President’s Letter

The autumn leaves of October have been replaced
with the stark, bare trees. The cool fall mornings
have been replaced with temperatures of 6° or
below! Why, because it’s Christmas time and
winter. But there is a rainbow to this, we just passed
our shortest day of the year. From now until June,
everyday will be a little bit longer.

I hope everyone had a peaceful Thanksgiving and
Christmas. To me, those holidays went by way too
fast. Before you know it, it will be February 1st, the
1500th Birthday of our blessed St. Brigid! Try to
honor our Patron Saint with something a little
special this year.

In between Washington, DC and Gettysburg, PA is
Emmitsburg, MD, one of my favorite places to visit.
You have Mount St. Mary’s University and
Seminary, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Shrine, Feast
Day of January 4; the National Shrine of Our Lady
of Lourdes, Feast Day of February 11; and the
National Fallen Firefighters Memorial. The next
time you pass through the area, take some time and
explore this treasure. You will not be sorry. To top
off the day, a short drive from there is Gettysburg
National Military Park.

A Healthy and Happy New Year to my LAOH
Sisters and AOH Brothers! Have a blessed and
prosperous 2025!

Mary Ann Lubinsky

Qo

Irish Echo’s Irish American of the Year-
Siobhan Dennehy

Congratulations to Siobhan Dennehy, Irish
American of the Year. Your Sisters are proud that
the Irish Echo is recognizing your important
contributions to Irish America. We are very lucky to
have you serve the Order as the National
Immigration and Education Chair. Siobhan is a
great advocate on Immigration issues. She is the
Executive Director of the Emerald Isle Immigration
Center. It is amazing that as busy as she is with the
Emerald Isle, she finds the time to share her
knowledge with others. We have been fortunate that
she has participated in Webinars to educate our
members. At the last Interim Board Meeting, she
made the time to help guide a young couple with
their immigration questions. We are so honored to
have her as a Sister Hibernian. Thank Siobhan for
your dedication and commitment to helping others
in their quest to become American Citizens.

Congratulations from your Sisters!
St. Brigid’s Day

For the past 130 years, the LAOH has been
celebrating the Feast of St. Brigid. The Feast of St.
Brigid is making a comeback in Ireland. In 2023, St.
Brigid’s Day was observed for the first time as a
National Holiday, the first honoring a woman. That
year, we hosted a Webinar with Herstory, the

organization that
Story continued on next page
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Feast of St Brigid

advocated for the Holiday for St. Brigid. Also in
2023, we were able to meet up with Melanie Lynch
and the Herstory Displays at Queens University in
Belfast during the FFAI Tour.

In 2024, the 1500 Anniversary of the Death of St.
Brigid was commemorated in Kildare. Theme of the
Commemoration was Celebrating a Woman, a Life,
a Legacy. Many events were held in Kildare
including an ecumenical service at St. Brigid’s
Cathedral. We were honored to visit the Cathedral
for a private tour. Highlight was each of us ringing
the Church Bell and making a wish. In addition to
visiting the Cathedral, members on the 2024 FFAI
Tour visited the National Shrine in Faughart, Co.
Louth. The LAOH donated to help with the
Restoration of the Shrine in 1997 to honor our
Patroness, St. Brigid.

We also had the privilege of visiting Solas Bhride a
Center to “welcome pilgrims and to foster the
spirituality inspired by Brigid.” Brigid’s flame was
rekindled in 1993 and continues to burn at Solas
Bhride as “a beacon of hope, justice and peace for
the world.”

To honor St. Brigid and the 1500 Anniversary of her
death, the LAOH have initiated a new program,
Brigid’s Hearth to assist those in ministry to our
Church. St. Brigid was a woman of hospitality,
charity, peace and feminine strength and leadership.
We hope that this program will assist both our
Clergy, Men and Women in Religious Life to share
the example of St. Brigid with all those they
minister. Brigid’s Hearth is still a work in progress.
The Committee of Fr. Duns, Fr. Spicer, Fr. Harris,
Sr. Lisa Breslin, Sr Kathleen Smith, Brianna Curran
and I plan to meet the beginning of the year. Any
ideas for this program are welcome, please email
Brianna or I at laohnationalca@gmail.com or
laohnationalorganizer@gmail.com.

Marilyn Madigan
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Brigid of the Mantle, encompass us,
Lady of the Lambs, protect us,
Keeper of the Hearth, kindle us.

Beneath your mantle, gather us,
And restore us to memory.
Mothers of our mother,

Foremothers strong.

Guide our hands in yours,

Remind us how to kindle the hearth.
To keep it bright, to preserve the flame.
Your hands upon ours,

Our hands within yours,

To kindle the light,

Both day and night.

The Mantle of Brigid about us,
The Memory of Brigid within us,
The Protection of Brigid keeping us

From harm, from ignorance, from heartlessness.

This day and night,
From dawn till dark,
From dark till dawn

Amen

I hope this year that all of our Sisters have
wonderful St. Brigid’s Celebrations. I look forward
to visiting St. Brigid’s Sites again this year on the
FFAI Tour as we honor a Woman of Peace.
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Freedom For All Ireland
Happy New Year Sisters

I would like to introduce myself. My name is Rita
O’Hara, and I belong to Our Lady of the Rosary
Division 5 & 10 in Cleveland, Ohio. I am honored to
serve as the Freedom for All Ireland (FFAI)
Appointee for our division as well as for the state of
Ohio. This past fall, I was appointed National FFAI
Deputy Chair by President Lubinsky to work
alongside National FFAI Chair Kathleen Varady. It is
truly an honor to assume this role, as my passion for
FFAI is immense.

I want to remind everyone that the deadline for this
year's appeal is February 15th. Every contribution
helps, regardless of the amount! Please make checks
payable to LAOH, Inc., and send them to:

Kathleen Varady
35 Knoll Circle
Boyertown, PA 19512

With permission from Chair Varady, I will be posting
an article in the Herald to highlight one of the 20
groups that your donations assist. This month, I would
like to spotlight the Ballymurphy Massacre
Committee.

The Ballymurphy Massacre occurred over three days
in August 1971, during which eleven unarmed
civilians, including a Catholic priest, were murdered
by the British Army. I chose to start with them
because my devotion to helping FFAI was fueled by
my first FFAI trip, under current AOH President
Pender, six years ago. At that time, the Ballymurphy
families were in court fighting for justice to clear the
names of their loved ones. We visited the site of the
killings, spoke with the families one-on-one, and
attended court sessions, where we witnessed delay
after delay in their pursuit of justice.

I am happy to report that their day for justice finally
arrived, and all the victims were found innocent—51
years after their murders. The Ballymurphy Massacre
Committee now helps other families dealing with loss
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and fighting for inquests into the murders of their
loved ones. This is why fighting the legacy bill and
upholding the conditions of the Good Friday
Agreement is so important.

The Ballymurphy Massacre Campaign began 27 years
after the massacre, when many families who were
unknown to each other attended a conference held by
Relatives for Justice. They discovered they were not
alone in their suffering, and following the conference,
they united to seek the truth.

In the next issue, I will highlight the esteemed group
Relatives for Justice.

Constitution Convention Update
Sisters,

The 2026 Constitution Convention Steering
Committee is working hard to present the revised
foundation documents to help bring Our Order into
the future. If you have any suggestions, please direct
them to the representatives from your state.

The committee consists of two representatives from
each state/commonwealth and two members of the
National Board. While each state has the opportunity
to participate, a few have not. Active participation is
needed to ensure well balanced documents.

If you have any questions, please contact your state
representative or email me at
2026laohconstitution@gmail.com

Karen Keane

2026 Constitution Convention Chair

The Cushwa Center

The Cushwa Center’s 50th anniversary conference,
Catholic Modernity in the Americas: Land, Culture,
Politics, will convene Thursday to Saturday, April 10—
12, 2025, at the University of Notre Dame. With more
than 70 panel presentations, keynote and banquet
addresses, and a special session of the Dolan Seminar
in American Religion, participants will explore
Catholic modernity as a global reality shaped and
Story continued on next page
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Cushwa Center continued

constituted by the Church’s former peripheries, not
least South and North America. The conference will
begin at 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 10, and will
conclude with lunch at noon on Saturday, April 12.
All sessions will take place in McKenna Hall.

Conference sessions are free and open to all, but
participants must register in order to receive
conference materials and join conference meals.
Register by March 10, 2025 at:

http://cushwa.nd.edu/cma2025

USGAA Press Release
Pittsburgh, PA — January 17th, 2025

United States Gaelic Athletic Association (USGAA)
and the Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians, Inc.
(LAOH) have signed a Memo of Understanding to
Preserve and Promote a shared Irish-American
Heritage.

The United States Gaelic Athletic Association
(USGAA) and the Ladies Ancient Order of
Hibernians, Inc. (LAOH) is proud to announce an
exciting collaboration to promote Irish culture,
heritage, and sports across the United States. This
partnership brings together two influential
organizations dedicated to fostering community,
preserving traditions, and building a strong foundation
for future generations.

The USGAA, the governing body for Gaelic games in
the United States, is committed to expanding the reach
of traditional Irish sports, such as Gaelic football,
hurling, and camogie across the United States. These
games not only celebrate athleticism but also serve as
a cultural bridge, connecting Irish Americans with
their heritage while also introducing many others to
the culture of Gaelic Games. Similarly, the LAOH, an
organization with deep roots in Irish-American
history, has been a steadfast advocate for education,
charity, and cultural preservation since its founding in
1894. Through this partnership, the USGAA and
LAOH aim to:
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. Promote Irish Sports and Culture: Organize
community events, workshops, and tournaments to
introduce Gaelic games to new audiences and provide
opportunities for individuals of all ages to engage with
Irish traditions.

. Support Youth Development: Collaborate on
youth programs that combine sports, education, and
cultural activities to inspire the next generation to
embrace their heritage.

. Empower Communities: Enhance local
initiatives that foster unity, cultural appreciation, and
the spirit of volunteerism within Irish-American
communities nationwide.

"We are thrilled to join forces with the Ladies Ancient
Order of Hibernians Inc.," said USGAA Chairperson
Paul Keane. "This partnership highlights our shared
commitment to community life across the United
States and creating meaningful opportunities for
people to connect through sports and culture."

LAOH President Mary Ann Lubinsky, echoed these
sentiments: "The LAOH is honored to partner with the
USGAA to promote our rich Irish traditions. Together,
we can provide inspiration through our shared heritage
and strengthen the bonds within our communities."

About USGAA The United State Gaelic Athletic
Association are the governing body responsible for
promoting the sports of Hurling, Camogie and Gaelic
football in the United States (except NYC). There are
over 200 adult and youth clubs within the
organization. Clubs participate in Divisional
competitions to qualify for the National Finals in their
respective sport and grade of competition. Presently,
Gaelic Games are being organized and played in
approximately 75 cities across the US. The USGAA
also maintains a close relationship with GAA units in
the neighboring regions of Canada, New York and the
Caribbean.

About the Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians, Inc.
The Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians Inc. (LAOH)
is a charitable and cultural organization with a mission
to foster Irish heritage, promote education, and
support charitable works. Established in 1894, the
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USGAA Press release continued

LAOH continues to be a pillar of the Irish-American  finishing the database for membership and hopefully

community, advocating for unity and cultural once this new system is implemented, it will make the
preservation. The LAOH has over 188 divisions based end of year reports much easier.
in 30 states May the road rise to meet you, and may the year ahead

. . |
For more information about the partnership and be full of joy and happiness!

upcoming events, please visit www.USGAA.org and
www.LadiesAOH.com or contact Rob Tierney at

news.usa@gaa.ie or +1 (412) 478-2799 or Marilyn State News
Madigan at laohnationalorganizer@gmail.com or 216- Pennsylvania
470-3773 At their Christmas gathering, Sisters from Division 4,

Scranton PA, brought toys that they, along with their
families and friends collected, and donated them to

THE COMMISSION Lackawanna County Social Services, for under
GH THE FUTURE privileged children.

1 ]
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. Thursday, January 30th, 2025
" @ ! Rockland County, NY
Rockland GAA

Featuring John Finucane, MP

A conversation with the diaspora, the
diescendants of reland, and all thage
who support Irish unity.

’-ﬁ% AN COIMISION i L, |
F HOD
"-.é}y) UM 1 g HCHAI Left to right: Nancy Yavoroski; Division President, Mary Anne
A, |"iE IHEANH McAndrew; Division Vice-president, Kathy Rude; Division
[ member
Secretary
Cathy Turck

Happy New Year ladies!! By now, all Divisions
should have received their Annual Membership
reports for 2024 from your State Secretaries. The new
due dates were listed on the instruction sheets so
please be mindful of these new due dates. Please Pictured at Christmas gathering, front row left to right: Katie

reach Out to me lf there ls a dlscrepancy in your Murray, Chrlssy LaVelle, Mary Kate Wemer, Kris KI‘OWlak,

starting total membership numbers that were on the Na.ncy Butler.. Second row: Trish Corbett, Micky Gillott, Mary
Alice Browning, Nancy Yavoroski, Gennette Rotherforth, Lynn

report. I would like to thank all the Secretaries for Walsh. Third row: Sara McCormack. Jean Hannon. Ellen

maintaining our membership lists and for all you do McGuigan, Cathleen McCormack, Mary Anne McAndrew,
for the order. The National Board is working on Kathy McDonnell, Kathy Rude, Judy Krell.
Story continued on next page
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State News— Pennsylvania continued

Vice President of LAOH Division 4 Scranton PA,
MaryAnne McAndrew, who is a member of Sigma
Theta Tau, Xi Gamma chapter of the International
Honor Society of Nursing at Marywood University
Scranton PA, recently piloted the chapters Annual
Community project. Donations of clothing, food and
personal care items were collected on campus and
delivered to the Catholic Charities Organization of
Carbondale PA. Members also collected and donated
backpacks and luggage which will be distributed to
children in the foster care system of Lackawanna
County.

Left to right: Janel Notari, department of Nursing Marywood
University; Dr. April Ciesielski, Marywood University department
of Nursing and President of the Xi Gamma chapter; organizer
Mary Anne McAndrew; and Eileen Roman from the Carbondale
Catholic Charities office.

Left to right: Sister Ann Walsh, IHM; MSW, Nancy Yavoroski;
County Board Publicity Officer and Division 4 President, Mary
Anne McAndrew; Division 4 Vice-president, Annalie Werner
with Tia Achuff; Holy Redeemer High School students
performing their service hours, Ann Montoro Williams;
Stewardship Manager.
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Delaware

Sean Pender (National AOH President) Bob Bollbach
(AOH DIV 18 Peekskill NY), Kathi Twohig Hamelin
(LAOH DE State President), Ciaran Quinn (Sinn Fein
Rep for North America) and Stella Carrigan (LAOH
DE State Historian) attend the New York book launch
for Rita: A Memoir. The event was held on September
13th, 2024, at Bobby Vans in New York. The book
launch was sponsored by Friends of Sinn Féin USA.
Rita's comrades shared stories about her personal life
and political career.

Rhode Island

Friday December 6 The 1916 Committee presented a
lecture on the “Ulster Plantation. This era in history
truly established England’s colonization of Ireland at
the beginning of the 17th century. This "planting of
the colonies" was the English justification for a policy

that determined that lands worked for centuries by
native Irish farmers should be confiscated and the
Irish natives replaced by English and Scot settlers.
This land grab, along with the resultant economic,
religious, and cultural persecution reverberates to this
day in Ireland. At approximately the same time,
Queen Elizabeth authorized the establishment of
similar colonies in North America. Land grants were
awarded to English Colonists for land that was already
occupied by Native Americans. These parallel
plantations, though unique in geography and the
nature of the displaced people forced from their land,
reveal a hubris on the part of the English ruling class

Story continued on next page
| 6
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State News— Rhode Island continued

which had truly devastating effects on the indigenous
people of Ireland and North America. This lecture was
well received and shone another light on the unfair
treatment of the Irish as well as the North American
Indigenous people by the English. This important
piece of history was presented by Pat Brady, Jim
McGetrick and Sara Benz (RI State President LAOH)

Massachusetts

LAOH Massachusetts State President Barbara Twohig
(left) and State Vice President Noranne Duquette
(right) are presenting retiring LAOH Division 2
Holyoke President Paula Paoli a plaque
acknowledging her many years of service to the
division.
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Michigan

The LAOH-AOH held its annual State Memorial Mass
on November 2 at St. Mary’s Redford Catholic
Church. Members of both groups attended to honor
and remember our deceased members. State
President, Stacey Blair reads the names of LAOH
members who have passed away. Mary Ann Knight
carries a candle in remembrance of a deceased sister.

A suggestion was made by a sister in the Rose
Kennedy Division to attend Mass at different parishes
as a group. Members Sheila Roy, Barbara Brick, Sue
Secorski and Darlene Brooks attended Mass at
Darlene Brooks parish, St Suzanne/Our Lady Gate of
Heaven Catholic Church on October 6th, followed by

Continued on next page
|7
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State News— Michigan Continued

a tour of their activity center. In September they
attended Christ our Light Parish of our secretary
JoAnn Smith who kindly hosted a pizza dinner at her
home following Mass.

The AOH held their 60th Annual Charity Ball on
October 19th. Marilyn Couture from the Rose
Kennedy Division was honored at the Hibernian
Women of the Year at the Charity Ball. Following
Mass there was a presentation, dinner and dancing.

" 202H

MWOMM O“P%W

Fr. Brendan McCarrick chaplain of the McAuley
Division organized the Annual Pallottine Father’s
Dinner Dance held on Nov. 8th. Maureen Kelly from
the Rose Kennedy Division was honored as the
Pallottine Women of the Year. Maureen has been a
Hibernian for 26 years, holding positions at both the
division and state levels. She is active in the Irish
community and so very deserving of this award. The
picture on the left shows Maureen holding her bouquet
with daughter Colleen on her left and daughter-in -law
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Erin on her right. The photo on the right shows fellow

Hibernians from both the Rose Kennedy and
Catherine McAuley division enjoying the evening.

The annual Christmas Bazaar hosted by the Rose
Kennedy Division was held on November 23 and
24th. Vendors included potters, Irish stores, wood
crafts, candles and soaps in addition to a bake sale,
Irish coffee, food, and a Santa shop for kids. Our sister
divisions, Our Lady of Knock, Catherine McAuley,
and Elizabeth Fagan also had tables. All proceeds go
to the Rose Kennedy Division Christmas charities,
including the Columban Fathers and Sisters.
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State News— Michigan continued

The Rose Kennedy Division reports they collected
men’s underwear, socks and personal care products
for the PBJ organization at Holy Redeemer Parish in
October. In November members donated pajamas for
children at Redford Interfaith. They also decorated 17
table Christmas trees and 10 wreaths to be given to
seniors at nursing homes or those housebound. In
honor of An Gorta Mor they collected canned food for
a food pantry at St Johns/St Mary’s in Monroe.

The Catherine McAuley Division had a busy Fall.
Many attended the Muskegon Irish Festival where
President Maureen Moriarty-Root was inducted into
the Michigan Hall of Fame. A successful trivia night
raised over $1400.00 which was donated to the
Lennon Pregnancy Center. Many of their sisters
attended the Memorial Mass and the Pallottine
Father’s Dinner Dance. The AOH Man of the Year is
Tom Derrig son of Sharon Derrig, a McAuley member
and Treasurer.

Sr. Annette Marie Byrne Division in Grand Rapids
hosts a large event every year to raise funds to support
the local HELP Pregnancy Aid Center. This year the
LAOH sisters presented a generous donation along
with gifts to the center. Their focus was on safety
equipment for toddlers and infants.

The above photo shows: Back Row: Margaret Smith, Judy Doyle,
Kathleen Ryan, Paula VeneKlase (Executive Director of HELP),
Front Row: Marilyn Schumaker and Maureen Mondry.
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Michigan’s St. Brigid Degree Team held a Degree
Ceremony on Sunday, November 17th at the AOH
Stephen Walsh Hall in Redford. It was a lovely and
meaningful ceremony for degree candidates and the
seventeen observers as well. Twenty-seven sisters
from Our Lady of Knock, Elizabeth Fagan, Sr.
Annette Marie Byrne, Ethel Kennedy, Rose Kennedy
and Catherine McAuley Divisions took their degrees.
Refreshments followed the ceremony and a lovely
time was shared by all who gathered for this
significant and sacred ritual.

Patricia Esch, Maureen Doyle-Nelson, Margaret
Smith, Maureen Herman and Darcy Mullett from the
Sr. Annette Marie Byrne Division in Grand Rapids
drove three hours to receive their degrees on
November 17th.

AP P

HAPPY
NEW YEAR
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State News Continued

Virginia Virginia Catholic Action Officer, recommended this

roject to all state Divisions.
The Daughters of Erin Division, Loudoun County, Pro) v

Virginia, has enjoyed another busy year of activities.
Charitable works, religious events, and social
gatherings have kept us a very cohesive group with the
LAOH principles of Friendship, Unity, and Christian
Charity as our guides.

Most recently, five members of our Division joined
with other LAOH sisters for the rededication of the
Nuns of the Battlefield monument and installation of a
Wayside Marker in Washington, DC, on September
21. On the warm, sunny first day of fall, we attended
the beautiful Mass arranged by the DC LAOH
Division at the Cathedral of St. Matthew and
celebrated by Cardinal Wilton Gregory. Following Daughters of Erin members delivering soup mixes to Catholic
the Cardinal’s blessing after Mass, LAOH members Charities

crossed Rhode Island Avenue for the monument
ceremony. All in attendance applauded the work of
National Past President Marilyn Madigan and her
committee to bring this 100th anniversary celebration
of the Nuns of the Battlefield monument to fruition.
Our Division contingent was honored to have a
photograph taken with current President Mary Ann
Lubinsky.

On a warm day in April, a handful of Division sisters
made a pilgrimage to the Franciscan Monastery in
Washington, DC. Fr. Anthony Killian, our Division
Chaplain, was our guide, and he celebrated a private
Mass for us there. Following Mass, we enjoyed a
picnic lunch and a detailed tour of the church and
monastery grounds. A Lourdes grotto, Stations of the
Cross, and markers with the Hail Mary prayer in many
languages grace the contemplative gardens.

With Carthanas Criostai (Christian Charity) in mind,
Dawn Lauber, our Catholic Action Officer, organized
a charitable project for our Division in the spring. We
pr'ep ared more than twenty bags of Chl_Cken so‘u‘p Daughters of Erin at the Franciscan Monastery in Washington,
mixes for donation to our local Catholic Charities DC

Food Bank. It was so successful that our Division

Vice President Margie McCarthy, who is also the

Lady Hibernian Herald | January 2025 | 10
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State News Virginia continued

In May, Division members attended the yearly Marian
Tea sponsored by the Women’s Group at Our Lady of
Hope Parish in Potomac Falls, VA, where we hold our
monthly meetings. It is always a lovely gathering for
this sisterly social event where we experience
Aontacht (Unity) within our parish. One of our young
Division sisters, Catherine Johnson, was the 2023
Chair for this year’s Tea. Our Division decorated our
table with a statue of St. Brigid gracing the center,
enjoyed tasty treats and tea, and, most importantly, we
shared this traditional spiritual occasion to honor Our
Blessed Mother in procession and song.

Daughters of Erin attending the Marian Tea

Our Division has cultivated a good relationship with
Our Lady of Hope Parish School in many ways,
including supporting the school scholarship fund and
events, promoting the LAOH essay contest, and
decorating the teacher’s lounge for St. Patrick’s Day
in the LAOH spirit of Cairdeas (Friendship). This
year we provided savory and sweet treats to show our
appreciation for the important work that these women
and men do each day to educate our Catholic youth.

Our Division supports our parish school
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During the summer, several Daughters of Erin sisters
attended the National Convention in Orlando. Linda
Fay, Daughters of Erin President, and Vice President
Margie McCarthy faithfully represented our Division
along with their husbands who are also Virginia AOH
officers.

On August 21, Division members gathered for Mass to
honor Our Lady of Knock at St. Teresa’s church in
Ashburn, VA. Afterward, they enjoyed lunch together
to share stories of their summer family activities. It is
always a joyful annual opportunity to celebrate Our
Lady’s apparition in Ireland 145 years ago.

Daughters of Erin sisters after Our Lady of Knock Mass

Finally, the Daughters of Erin’s big fundraiser of the
year is the raffle of a quilt that was handmade by our
members. We started this project in January, using
cotton fabrics in white and shades of green to produce
a 74” x 90” coverlet that is custom longarm quilted.
The quilt is named Trasna, meaning “across” in Irish.
Its design suggests the emigration of our Irish
ancestors across the Atlantic Ocean to America. Its
name is taken from the Irish folksong Trasna na
d’Tonnta, “Across the Waves.”

Daughters of Erin Trasna Raffle Quilt

| 11
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State News Virginia continued

Ist membership Social Saturday at The Lake House at
St. Michaels Catholic Church located at 4491
Springfield Road, Glen Allen VA 23060.

It was a very nice evening we had Irish music playing
in the background to! Fr. James Arsenault was there,
our spiritual advisor, as the LAOH members enjoyed
lots of good food / beverages and stories, and a few
guests that came are thinking about joining!

LAOH 15t Membership Social
This Chapter

LAOM, Inc. / Mary Ryan Division, Mearico County, Glen Allen VA 23060
10 YEARS!
October 26", 2014, to October 26", 2024

October 28, 2024: Carolyn Mueller, delivering a
contribution from the Danbury LAOH to Malta
House, “the only transitional living program in the
Connecticut state of Connecticut where a mom can say with her

September 21, 2024: Thank you to Sharon O’Rourke Paby for lon.g-term support and a “hands up” as she
and Mary Consoli for representing the Danbury journeys to independence and hope™.

LAOH at the Centennial Commemoration of the Nuns
of the Battlefield Monument in DC. It was a beautiful
ceremony!

Lady Hibernian Herald | January 2025
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State News Connecticut continued
November 9, 2024: LAOH/AOH “A Night at the
Races” scholarship fundraiser event. Pictured are our

top winners: Mary, Barbara, Catherine and Theresa.
A fun time was had by all!

Ohio

On Sunday, August 18, 2024 Our Lady of the Rosary
along with our Sisters from Deirflur of Charity
celebrated Our Lady of Knock with Mass at Our Lady
of Lourde Shrine in Euclid, Ohio.

Our Lady of the Rosary, Cleveland, Ohio 5 & 10
Celebrated October, the month of the Rosary with
some of our ladies gathering before our October
meeting to pray the Rosary at the garden of the Virgin
Mary located at the Westside Irish American Club.
This garden is special to us because we care for it
through out the year. We also packed 100 brown bag
lunches for the homeless at St. Herman’s House of
Hospitality. We continue to volunteer once a month in
the kitchen of the Westside Irish American Club. We
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ended the year with the Celebration of Mass, a festive
White Elephant Christmas Party and a collection of
over 150 pairs of socks which were donated to the
Westside Catholic Center and St. Edna’s House. We
look forward to the New Year and the upcoming
celebration of St. Brigid and St. Patrick.

b

§
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State News Ohio Continued

Florida

On December 18, 2024 the ladies of Division 1,
Brevard County, had their Christmas luncheon/
meeting at Squid Lips restaurant in Melbourne

enjoying fellowship and a good meal. A great time
was had by all!

Kudos to our Historian Nancy Demers for an
excellent job. She brings in Irish history, facts,
anecdotes and fun activities in a most enjoyable
manner. She has introduced the group to
MylrelandBox.com. It's a box with a monthly Irish

newsletter which also includes a booklet and items,

all made in Ireland, recipes, Irish tea and other
surprises.

Some on Nancy's presentations have included a

story about Annie Moore and her brothers Anthony

and Phillip and their voyage from Ireland to
America. They were the first persons to enter Ellis
Island. The song " Ile of Hope, Ile of Tears" was
also played. A beautiful poem "When New York
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was Irish" was shared in another presentation and
we played an Irish Trivia game. She has also shown
the many Irish made articles which came in her box.
Some members have subscribed to MylrelandBox
and are enjoying it.

Sisters, wishing you many blessings. In our Motto.

Missouri

St Patrick’s Division 1 was the recipient of a very
generous $500 dollar donation from the St. Charles
Michael J Roarty Division 1.

From left to right (Monty Hampton, Brenda Kimberlin
(Financial and Recording Secretary-St Patricks Division)
Donna Tevlin (Treasurer) Stacy Burton (President) and Rocky
Reitmeyer)

Some members of the St Patrick's Division 1 left to right
(Mary Clarkson-Missions and Charities. Donna Tevlin-

Treasurer, Stacy Burton-President, Sandi Swift-Advisor,
Brenda Kimberlin-Financial and Recording Secretary)

Story continued on next page
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State News continued

New York

On October 29, 2024, Nassau County Ladies
Ancient Order of Hibernians proudly received an
award from the 2024 NYC St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Committee for placing 3rd in the LAOH Division as
a top marching group. There are over 300 groups
who march in total. It was an incredible honor and a
reflection of the dedication and unity of our
members.

On November 2, the ladies of New York State
LAOH gathered to honor President Regina Begley
at her Testimonial celebration. It was a heartfelt day
filled with pride and gratitude for her leadership and
commitment to our organization.

Photo of St. Patrick’s Day Parade Award (Sheila Zeineth,
Nassau County LAOH President, and Roni Jenkins, Nassau
County LAOH Public Relations, proudly accept the award for
placing 3rd in the LAOH Division at the NYC St. Patrick’s
Day Parade.)

NYS LAOH

TESTIMONIAI

3 'S
MPACT ANE)
DEDICATION

TESTIMONIAL
DINNER HITS ALI
jLHE RIGHTNOTES

Regina Begley’s Testimonial Program Cover (A magazine-
style keepsake that beautifully captured the spirit of the
celebration.)
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Photo of the NYS Board at the Testimonial celebration.
Seated: FFAI Joan Moore, VP Terry Meyer, President Regina
Begley, Chaplain Sr. Virginia Lake, Treasurer Mary “Sissy”
Durkee. Back row: Imm Past Pres Aggie O’Leary, Auditor
Christina Parisi, Fundraiser Christina Higgins, Webmaster
Kimberly Clancy, Past National Pres. Mary Hogan, Irish
Historian Teresa Kearns, Scrapbook Caroline McGillicuddy,
Immigration and Education Maureen Caffrey, Catholic Action
Patricia Moynihan, Missions & Charities Maura McSweeney,
Public Relations Ann Pirock, Secretary Jo Ann Gunderson,
National President Mary Ann Lubinsky.

The ladies of Albany JFK Division 1 sent several
members to the 2024 National convention in
Orlando this summer. At the Appeals for Aide
meeting, received a $500 grant for the Sidewalk
Warriors, an all-volunteer not-for-profit group that
provides aid to the homeless and those in need in
the Capital Region of New York. Division members
delivered the check to the group, which feeds
upwards of 300 people every Thursday.

Several Albany ladies participated in the traveling
degree team at Convention, exemplifying degrees
for 48 members, with 63 observers present.
Attendees relayed that the Convention was a great
time to share in our sisterhood and reflect on the
good work to come!

At Convention, our Junior Division was also
honored for their hard work and dedication to their
mission. The Junior ladies were awarded 2nd Place
in the Scrapbook Contest for assembling a beautiful
scrapbook highlighting their accomplishments.

Also, we are proud to report that our own Junior
Division President Bella McSweeney was honored

Story continued on next page
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as the National Junior Hibernian of the Year.
Congratulations Bella, we are very proud of you!

As fall came along, the Albany ladies fundraised,
volunteered, and gave back to the community.
Throughout October, the division collected warm
socks for the “Socktober” fundraiser to aid a local
homeless support organization.

On November 8th, our Junior Division hosted a pasta
dinner fundraiser at the Albany Hall to benefit the
American Cancer Society. Job well done girls!

To honor Veteran’s Day, our division joined our
Albany AOH brothers and donated funds to support a  Sisters Maryellen Sage and Carol Dyer delivering $500 check to
local organization that aids service members and their Sidewalk Warriors

families with housine needs. Our Veteran’s Affairs
chair Roslyn Adair delivered the checks to the
Veterans Housing Services at the Albany Housing
Coalition.

On November 22nd, the Albany LAOH and AOH co-
hosted the annual Freedom for All Ireland (FFAI)
night at the Albany Hall. Members from far and wide
joined in for a night of solidarity to support the
mission of a unified Ireland, raising funds for this very
worthy cause.

On December 7th, we welcomed in a new board for LAOH National President Mary Ann Lubinsky presented Albany
2025 at our annual Installation Dinner. We send a JFK Division 1 Junior President Bella M. with the Junior
sincere thanks to all of the LAOH and AOH members Hibernian of the Year during 2024 Convention

that joined us for this special night. We wish everyone
luck and good fortune in the coming year.

As we end the year we would like to thank our
Division President Dolores Desch on her outgoing
tenure of service for the last three years leading the
Albany LAOH Division. All of the Ladies thank her
for her dedication and efforts.

Wishing all our sisters across the USA a joyful and
blessed Christmas season!

Photos of the Albany Junior Division 2nd place Winning
Scrapbook
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State News New York continued

Veteran’s Affairs Chair Roslyn Adair delivering monetary
donation to Veterans Housing Services at the Albany Housing

LAOH Missions and Charities Board Member Christine O’Reilly Coalition

and Albany AOH brother Tim Carey with the annual AOH/
LOAH “Socktober” donations collected at the Hall during the
month of October 2024

Newly installed Junior President escorted by members of the
Trinity Degree Team

From Left to Right: Albany LAOH Division President Dolores
Desch, 2024 Father Murphy Award Recipient Patrick Miller,
Guest Speaker and Board Member of Ireland’s Future Andreé

Murphy, and Albany AOH FFAI Committee Chair John Newly Installed President Karen Keane
Levendosky at the 2024 Freedom for All Ireland Night
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State News New York continued

Schenectady JFK Division 1 decorated a Christmas
tree for the annual Festival of Trees at the
Schenectady County Historical Society. The Festival
is a great event featuring beautiful trees from many
local organizations and is a fundraiser for the
Historical Society. Our tree is Irish themed and many
members purchased ornaments to be placed on the
tree. The tree topper was made by a friend of Peggy
Osborne's father and was passed down to her.

Students from the local Notre Dame/Bishop Gibbons
High School were our buffet servers for the evening.
These students also participate in the Irish History
contest.

Our Spirit of St. Brigid award winner is Kathi Calder.
Kathi is always at the hall helping with projects and
activities and is active in her church. She is well
deserving of this honor.

Pictured L to R are Kathi Calder , Kathy Hutton and Peggy
Osborne who were our decorators this year.

Our installation of officers for 2025 was held on
November 23rd. Below are the new officers.

We were honored to have our own Cathy Turck,
National Secretary as our installing officer. She was
assisted by State President Regina Begley and Past
National President Marilyn Madigan. Also shown is
Marcella Dietz, President elect for 2025.

Prior award winners, Betsy Henderson (L) and Marcella Dietz
(R) presenting the award to Kathi Calder (center)

Next Deadline March 28th
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