FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Ohio Woman Elected President of National Irish-American Catholic
Organization
Cleveland’s Marilyn Madigan Today Was Elected to a Two-Year Term as President of the
Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians (LAOH) Inc.
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA – July 16, 2022 – The Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians
(LAOH) Inc., a national Irish Catholic women's organization, today elected Marilyn Madigan of
Cleveland, Ohio, to serve as its President for a two-year term. The LAOH’s motto is friendship,
unity and Christian charity and has more than 10,000 members in 30 states.
Since joining the LAOH in 1977 as a member of Our Lady of the Rosary Division in Cleveland,
she has risen through the ranks of officers on the local division, county, state and national levels.
In addition to serving in many offices she also was a founding member of the Ohio Degree team,
serving as Treasurer and Guardian. In 1988, when Cleveland hosted the LAOH national
convention she served on the local committee. Ms. Madigan’s dedication, respect and devotion
to her Irish heritage, the Roman Catholic religion and to helping the community at large
propelled her as she ascended the LAOH chain of command.
During her more than 40 years with the LAOH, Ms. Madigan worked tirelessly on behalf of the
order and served as an officer in many roles. For the national board of the LAOH, she has been
elected to the positions of National Irish Historian, Treasurer, Secretary, Vice President and now
President. She has served in most of the offices on the local and State levels including service as
division, county and state president.
She was very proud and honored to serve as LAOH National Irish Historian during the
Centennial of the Easter Rising in 2016. Ms. Madigan has been very diligent and enthusiastic in
promoting the Women of 1916 in the cause of Irish freedom speaking in Maryland, Michigan,
Missouri, New York and Ohio on the topic.
In 2019, Ms. Madigan was honored with the prestigious distinction of induction into the
Cleveland International Hall of Fame. In 2002, the Boland Berry Division of the Ancient Order
of Hibernians selected her as the Hibernian of the Year. In 1994, the United Irish Societies of
Cleveland selected her as Co-Chair of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
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An active member of Cleveland's Irish Community, in addition to the LAOH, she is a member
and has served in leadership roles in the Cleveland Comhaltas, Gaelic Society, Irish American
Club East Side, Irish Northern Aid, United Irish Societies, West Side Irish American Club, Irish
Music Academy of Cleveland and Cleveland Feis. She also is a dancer with the O'Leary
Manning School of Irish Dance and has served as Co-Chair of the Ohio Irish Festival. She has
volunteered for many years at the Cleveland Irish Cultural Festival and with the Irish American
Archives Society at the Annual Walks of Life event.
As she embarks on this new leadership role as President of the LAOH, Ms. Madigan referenced
one of her heroes, President John F. Kennedy by asking her fellow Hibernians, “Ask not what
the Hibernians or your community can do for you. Ask what Marilyn Madigan can do for the
Hibernians and your community.”
Ms. Madigan added, “I am humbled and honored to be elected President of this prestigious
organization and I'm excited to be leading the world’s largest organization of Irish, Catholic
women. The LAOH is at a critical juncture. Our profile has been raised over the past few years
and I will continue to work to grow the membership while continuing to champion social justice
issues and empower Irish, Catholic women.”
She earned a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from St. John College and began her nursing career
in the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit of Rainbow Babies and Children's Hospital. Her work in
nursing continued for 38 years as an Advanced Clinical Nurse in the Department of Operative
Services. She retired in 2018 after 41 years of service at University Hospital Cleveland Medical
Center.
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About the Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians (LAOH) Inc.
The Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians (LAOH) Inc. is a 501(c) 3 charity. The LAOH
membership is confined exclusively to practicing Roman Catholics, and Irish by birth or descent,
legally adopted, the wife or mother of a Hibernian, the mother of a Junior Hibernian or a member
of a religious order. The intent and purpose of the LAOH is to promote friendship, unity and
Christian charity, to foster and sustain loyalty to the Roman Catholic Church and to the United
States of America among its members, to aid and advance by all legitimate means the aspirations
and endeavors of the Irish people for complete and absolute independence, and to foster the
ideals and perpetuate the history and traditions of the Irish people and to promote Irish culture.

